Miss Van Ness

Writing an Introduction
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Imagine yourself leaving the house for a long day.  What do you need to be prepared?  If you’re headed for the beach, maybe you need a towel or your sunglasses.  If you’re headed to a football or field hockey game, you may need your equipment.  Are you headed for school?  You’ll need your books or homework.  What if it’s snowing or raining?  

The introduction of your paper is like a doorway.  You need to lead your readers through the doorway quickly so they can get into your paper.  You need to be sure to provide them with the necessary information they will need along the way.  

General Information

1. DO: Start your introduction with a general statement about the topic.  
2. DO NOT: make this statement too general.  Avoid beginning with phrases like “Since the beginning of time…” or “Throughout history…”  Let’s face it … This is cheesy and really boring.  Showing how your thesis is important does not mean that you have to tie it to some grand or universal theme.
3. DO: Provide your readers with the basic plot details or general information they need in a few sentences before reading your paper.  This will help you avoid summarizing the book or topic in your body paragraphs, which are for analysis and NOT summary.
4. DO: End your introduction with your thesis statement.

5. DO: Be sure that your thesis statement is parallel, and that it answers the question or addresses the topic.
Specific Point
