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Writing Conclusions
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You’ve reached the end of your paper.  Now what?  You wrote an introduction, the body paragraphs to support your thesis, and now you need to bring your paper to a logical conclusion.  Should you simply repeat your introductory paragraph in different words?  No!

While the introduction of your paper is like a doorway, the conclusion should not be the same doorway to the same place.  Your readers have already read your paper and have gone through that “doorway.”  In your conclusion, you now need to synthesize what you have found.  

A conclusion should:
· stress the importance of the thesis statement, 

· give the essay a sense of completeness, and 

· leave a final impression on the reader.

More Specific Information

1. DO: Try to start with more specific information (related to your thesis) and move toward more general information at the end of your paragraph (synthesis).

2. DO NOT simply repeat things that were in your paper.  Your readers have read it. Show them how the points you made and the support and examples you used were not random, but fit together.
3. DO: Answer the question, “so what?”  Show your readers why your position in this paper was important or meaningful. Show them that your paper was meaningful and useful.
More General Information
Adapted From: Literacy Education Online’s “Strategies for Writing a Conclusion” http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/conclude.html


